
GOD SPEAKS TO REMIND US OF HIS GRACE 

Deuteronomy 8:10-9:29 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

I have spent the majority of my adult life talking with people about God and spiritual reality.  One of the most 

common questions I have heard throughout the years is this one: “Why did God let this bad thing happen to me 

or to my loved one?”  There is a wide variety of bad things that happen to people but most who experience 

difficulty ask, “Why me?”   It is a legitimate question and, if people are truly interested in understanding, God 

does have a number of very clear and good reasons for sending trouble and suffering into the lives of people.  

However, there is another question which I do not believe I have ever been seriously asked and yet, in light of 

who God is and who we are, it is a far more reasonable and important question: “Why did God cause these good 

things to happen to me?” 

 

Rarely do people ask: Why does God give me enough food to eat?  Why do I have a roof over my head?  Why 

did God give me good parents?  Why has God placed me in a stable, prosperous country?  Why am I able to 

pursue an education regardless of my gender, race or economic status?  Why do I have a job?  Why do I have a 

Bible and get to hear the word of God clearly taught?  Why am I a Christian?  Why am I loved by God having 

my sins forgiven and being guaranteed eternal life?  Why do I belong to the church of Christ?  Why do I not 

fear death but look forward to a glorious future following my death?  We humans are regularly surprised when 

bad things happen to us but take it as a matter of course that our lives are filled with good things. 

 

This morning, in this portion of the transcript of Moses’ sermon which he delivered to the people of Israel 

gathered on the plains of Moab, God is going to explain to us why it is that we have experienced so much 

pleasure in this life and why it is that, at least for Christians, we are going to experience so much good in the 

future.  Moses does two things in chapters 8 & 9.  He reminds the people of all the good God has done for them 

and he asks the people to imagine all the good God is going to do for them in the very near future.  Look at 

8:14b-16 (a rehearsal of all the care God has given from exodus through wilderness.), 7-10 (A rehearsal of the 

bounty of the land they are to receive) and 9:1-3 (A description of the victory God will give over the powerful 

inhabitants of Canaan.).  Moses asks them to think about all the good they have experienced and will experience 

so that he can tell them why God is being so kind to them.  In explaining the reasons behind God’s kindness he 

is also exposing the erroneous thoughts both they and we have about why our lives are full of so much pleasure 

and our futures are so bright. 

 

Why is it so important for us to correctly answer the question, what is the reason, the cause of my experiencing 

all the good I do experience?  The answer is in 8:11, “Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not 

keeping his commandments…” and in 8:14, when they experience prosperity in the land he says, “your heart 

(will) be lifted up and you will forget the Lord your God”.  The point Moses is driving at is that if you do not 

know and believe the real reason you are the recipient of all these good things you will become proud and you 

will forget the Lord and not obey him.  Or as 8:18 states, “You will remember the Lord your God” when you 

can correctly answer the question: “Why am I the recipient of so much good?” 

 

MAIN POINT 

All the good we have and will have is… 

 

I. Not by our work but by his work (8:10-20) 

 

God warned Israel of the dangers of prosperity back in chapter 6 with very similar language.  There as here the 

danger which prosperity poses is the danger of forgetting the Lord, of being so taken up with the pleasures of 

this life that we ignore God himself.  However there is a difference between this passage and that one.  In 

Deuteronomy 6 the prosperity described was that of enjoying cities and houses and wells and vineyards that the 



people did not build, dig or plant.  So that passage describes the prosperity the people experience in the first 

months and maybe the first year after conquering the land.  The prosperity in chapter 8 is that which they 

experience after living a long time in the land and thus the prosperity that comes from their building houses and 

planting vineyards and cultivating crops and digging wells and mining precious metals.  In other words, the 

wealth they experience is the result of their labor, of their hard work.  Do you see that in vv. 9, 12 and 13?   

 

So in v. 17 when they say, “My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth,” they are telling 

the truth from one point of view.  The Bible actually says that wealth is the fruit or result of hard work and that 

much poverty is the result of laziness, refusing to work hard.  Listen to a couple of places where this is stated.  

“A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich (Prov. 10:4).  “Laziness brings on deep 

sleep, and the shiftless go hungry (Prov. 19:15).” “Those who work their land will have abundant food… (Prov. 

12:11).”  Finally, consider this command in 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12, “For even when we were with you, we 

would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.  For we hear that some among 

you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies.  Now such persons we command and encourage in the 

Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.”  So here is the question: Why is it 

wrong in Deuteronomy 8:17 for the Israelites to declare that their wealth is due to their hard work when the 

Bible commands us to work hard and says that wealth is the good result of hard work? 

 

It is wrong for Israel to ascribe their wealth to their hard work because the declaration comes from a proud heart 

that has forgotten God.  Look again at vv. 11-14.  God commands they “take care lest… when you have eaten 

and are full and have built good houses and live in them,… then your heart is lifted up and you forget God… 

(and then you) say in your heart, ‘My power and my might has gotten me this wealth.’”  They are wrong 

because it is a declaration of pride, of self-sufficiency, of independence from God.  It is an assertion that I do 

not need God, that I am captain of my own fate and determiner of my own destiny.  It is wrong because it 

denies the reality which Dr. Ware set before us last week:  God has everything and we have nothing.  God is 

rich, we are poor.  God is full, we are empty.  God is self-sufficient, we are insufficient.  In v. 18 God declares 

as much when he says, “You shall remember the Lord your God for it is he who gives you power to get 

wealth…”  God is the supplier of everything, including the ability to prosper in this life.  Everything that is 

required to obtain wealth is a gift to them from God.  If God would not have first given them a desire to work 

hard, the skill needed for the work, effectiveness in the work, then they would be homeless & starving to death.   

 

While we must work, it is not our work that determines the outcome but God’s purpose and power.  If God were 

not working then our work would produce nothing.  This is as true for the carpenter as the engineer as the parent 

as the retail clerk as the pastor.  Human work exists and produces good things because God is giving us the 

power to work.  This is the unfailing testimony of the whole Bible.  Deuteronomy 30:9, “The LORD your God 

will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of your hand, ... For the LORD will again take delight in 

prospering you…”  Acts 17:24-25, “The God who made the world and everything in it… gives all men life and 

breath and everything.”  1 Corinthians 3:7, “So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 

God who gives the growth.  1 Corinthians 6:7, “What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received 

it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” 

 

While it is true that all fruitful human work is the result of God’s work; it is all a gift from God, yet this text is 

speaking of something greater than simply human flourishing on this planet.  In 8:14-17 the reason they should 

not be proud and declare their self-sufficiency when they prosper in the Land of Promise is because the Lord 

they forget is the one who brought them out of slavery and protected them and provided for them during the 40 

years of wilderness wandering.  Then in 8:18 the reason God gives them the power to produce wealth is because 

of the covenant he made with Abraham.  This covenant with Abraham and all of these historical facts of God’s 

saving of Israel are shown in the NT to be a foreshadowing of the saving work of Christ who rescues us from 

our slavery to sin and death and the devil and brings us safely through this wilderness world into the new world 

he will make.  He has made and secured a new covenant with all who trust in him.  He has fulfilled all the 

requirements of this covenant for us by his life and death.  This new covenant does not depend on our obedience 

but upon his obedience.  We enter into all the blessings and future prosperity promised in this covenant not by 



our work but by his work.  As the Scripture says: “It is by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; not by works, so that no one may boast.  For we are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works…”  In the same way that Israel had no ground for 

boasting in their physical prosperity in the Land of Promise, so we who have believed in Christ have no ground 

for boasting in our salvation.  We have contributed nothing to our salvation.  All the work has been done by 

Christ.  All the obedience that we do perform to God is the result of his work in us by the Holy Spirit.  Thus we 

are to be the most humble and grateful and trusting of all people. We must not think or act as though we are 

Christians by our own power but we must always give all the credit to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

II. Not because of our goodness (9:1-14, 22-24) 

 

Chapter 9 begins with God’s declaration of their certain victory over the fiercest enemies that can be imagined.  

They are going to defeat the dreaded Anakim, the giants who dwell in the land of Canaan and who were the 

cause of their fathers’ refusal to enter the land 40 years prior to this speech.  They will defeat them because the 

Lord himself will go before them as a consuming fire.  Their victory is assured because the God who made the 

universe and who upholds the universe has promised to go with them and fight for them.  There is no one and 

nothing which can prevent them from possessing this bountiful Land of Promise. 

 

In vv.4-6 God tells them what not to think and what to think when they take over the land.  They are not to think 

that the reason that God has given them this land is because they are righteous people.  God is not destroying 

the people of Canaan and giving Israel their land because they have always obeyed God’s law.  Rather God is 

destroying the people of Canaan because they are wicked and justly deserve to be destroyed.  God says this 

twice in vv.4-5.  But also God is giving them the land as a gift (the end of v.5), “that he may confirm the word 

that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”  God is saying, “I am not giving this 

land to you because you have obeyed me, because you are good people who deserve this gift, but because I 

made an unconditional promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that I would give this land to their descendants.  I 

am destroying these people because they deserve to die not because you are better than them.” 

 

Then to prove the point that the victory God gives and the land cannot be given by God in response to their 

righteousness he reminds them of all their wicked disobedience.  He declares in vv.6-7, “Know, therefore, that 

the LORD your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a 

stubborn people.  Remember and do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God to wrath in the 

wilderness. From the day you came out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been 

rebellious against the LORD.”  Then he reminds them of some of the specific ways in which they rebelled 

against the Lord: making the golden calf and worshipping it only days after God had spoken the 10 

Commandments to them from the mountain and while Moses was on the mountain receiving the two tablets 

(vv.8-21); at Taberah, on the way from Mt. Horeb to Kadesh-Barnea they complained against the Lord (v.22); 

at Massah they rebelled and tested God by demanding he provide water to prove his power and love (v.22); at 

Kibroth-Hattaavah they craved meat and demanded God feed them (v.22); and the final piece of evidence was 

the refusal to enter the land at Kadesh-Barnea (v.23).  Moses ends his rehearsal of their rebellion by making this 

declaration in v. 24, “You have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you.” 

 

What is God’s point in recounting their failures, their sin and wickedness?  The point is that Israel is as bad as 

the people that God is justly destroying in the land of Canaan.  The Israelites deserve to be destroyed as much as 

the Canaanites for they are no better.  This forces the question: why is God doing good to people who are this 

wicked?  God is having mercy on Israel because he has decided to do so.  He justly destroys the Canaanites and 

graciously saves the Israelites.  The salvation of Israel is entirely by God’s grace, his unmerited, unearned favor.  

Israel does not deserve any of the good which God does because they are evil, thus all the good comes to them 

by God’s free, sovereign, gracious choice. 

 

Here is what I want to ask you to consider: what method does God use here to get Israel to understand his 

grace?  He tells them of all the good he has done and is going to do for them and he tells them of all the evil 



they have done and are doing.  You cannot and will not understand grace without continual reminders of God’s 

goodness to you and of your wickedness.  The main criticism I have received throughout the years is that I talk 

too much about sin.  My defense has always been that the reason I talk so much about our sin is so that we will 

appreciate God’s grace.  The diamond of God’s grace shines brightest against the black velvet of our sin.  This 

is exactly what Moses is doing in his sermon on the banks of the Jordan River.  God wants us to think much 

about all that he has given us in Christ and he wants us to think much about our own wickedness so that we 

think little of ourselves and much of him.  We are not Christians because we are better or smarter or more 

spiritual or more holy than those who are not yet Christians.  By continually reminding us of our sin he aims to 

humble us and to exalt Christ.  He desires that in this way we will grow to trust him and love him and rejoice in 

him and stop trusting in ourselves. 

 

III. Because of Christ’s intercession (9:15-21, 25-29) 
 

If you are listening and thinking about what Moses is saying here a very large and complex question should 

have occurred to you.  How is it right for God to forgive and love Israel, especially in light of his just 

destruction of Canaan?  Isn’t God acting like a corrupt judge by doing all this good to and for wicked, criminal 

Israel?  Let’s look carefully at how it is that God spares and then blesses Israel. 

 

Look at v. 14.  When Israel made the golden calf God immediately says to Moses, who is with him on Mt. 

Horeb, “Let me alone, that I may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven.”  God is reacting 

exactly the way a just and holy God should react to wickedness; he declares his intention to destroy the wicked.  

This is justice.  The fact of God’s anger against Israel and his determination to destroy Israel is referred to at 

least 6 more times in vv.18-29.  So why is it that the just and holy God, who is clearly portrayed as hostile to 

Israel because of his sin, does not wipe them out but actually provides for them and promises to bring them into 

the Land of Promise?  The answer is: because Moses intercedes for them and acts to remove the offensive idol 

from their midst.  He removes the sin and intercedes for the people.  Look at v. 21, he destroys the sinful thing.  

Then in vv. 18, 20 and 25-29 Moses describes his intercession, his prayer for Israel and for his brother Aaron. 

 

His petition is that the Lord not destroy them and that he not regard their stubbornness, wickedness and sin.  In 

other words he asks God to not treat them as they deserve but contrary to what they deserve.  He gives God 

three reasons for why he should listen to him and so have mercy on Israel.  First, he has already done so much 

to redeem them and save them from their slavery in Egypt.  He has already done good to them in spite of their 

sin so he should continue what he began (v.26).  Second, he should remember the promises he made to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to make their descendants into a great nation.  He has made unconditional promises 

that he cannot break (v.27).  Third, he tells God that if he wipes them out the nations of the world will mock 

him and say that he was not able to take them into the land and that he did not truly love them but actually hated 

them.  So rather than God’s name being glorified among the nations as he told Pharaoh (Exodus 9:16) it would 

be despised and mocked if the Lord destroyed Israel as they deserved (v.28).  In v. 19 Moses says that the Lord 

listened to him.  Then in 10:1-11 we see that God rewrites the terms of his covenant, the 10 Commandments, on 

two new stone tablets, thus reestablishing the covenant which Israel had broken and showing that he was not 

going to destroy them but continue to be with them and bless them. 

 

God does not destroy Israel which is what his justice demands because Moses destroys the sinful thing in their 

midst and prays on their behalf.  Moses is merely a man so why does God listen to him?  He did not say 

anything which God did not know.  Honestly this story does not seem to make any sense.  How can it be that 

what Moses does and says turns aside God’s wrath?  The answer to why God listens to Moses lies in the New 

Testament as it describes the person and work of Christ.  God listens to Moses because of who Moses 

symbolizes.  God sees the work of Christ in the work of Moses.  In Hebrews 3:1-6 Moses and Jesus are 

compared and contrasted.  Verses 5-6 say, “Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to 

the things that were to be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son.”  Moses by his life and 

by his words was bearing witness to Christ who was to come later.  Jesus we are told accomplished what Moses 

could not accomplish but could only bear witness to by deeds and words. 



 

The first thing that Jesus did which Moses could not do is to suffer the wrath of God that is due to all those 

whom God by grace through faith forgives and saves.  That is the point made by Paul in Romans 3:25-26.  

“God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood--to be received by faith. 

He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished--he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the 

one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”  When the question is asked, how is it just for God to have 

forgiven Israel their criminal acts?—the answer comes back—“It is just for me to do this because I killed my 

son instead of killing them.”  More importantly for us when the question is asked, “how is it just for God to 

forgive and love that criminal, John Swanson or Troy Meyer or—insert your own name”, the answer comes 

back, “I killed my own son in the place of this guilty criminal.”  God’s relenting of his wrath on the basis of 

Moses’ intercession foreshadows the death of Jesus who satisfies divine justice by taking our sins upon himself 

and then bearing the wrath that is due to us. 

 

Not only does Christ die in our place but he also continually prays for us.  Moses’ prayers for God to be 

merciful to Israel symbolize the continual intercession of Jesus on behalf of all who believe.  Here are a couple 

of places Jesus’ present and eternal intercession is described: Romans 8:33-34, “Who will bring any charge 

against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 

Christ Jesus who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding 

for us.”  Hebrews 7:24-25, “…because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able 

to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”  Jesus 

is always at God’s right hand as our priest reminding the Father of the fact that we are justified people, that is, 

we are those who through our faith in Christ are declared not guilty but perfectly righteous.  Jesus is able to save 

us completely because he is an eternally living priest who always intercedes for us.  He is always telling the 

Father that he took all the wrath due to us, he obeyed all the law for us so that God can justly love us and 

warmly welcome us into his eternal kingdom.  If you are a Christian Jesus is right now praying for you and he 

will be doing so forever, just as we see Moses praying for Israel. 

 

God wants us to feel these two realities—first how right it would be for him to condemn us to an eternal hell 

and second, how awesome it is that Jesus has removed our sin and its penalty through his life, death and 

resurrection and that he is forever asking his father to receive us as his beloved children because of what he has 

done.  We have a representative in God’s presence who is infinitely better than Moses and so we can rest in his 

work for us and rejoice in the glorious salvation that is ours because of him. 
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