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DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE 

 

I believe the last lesson on Test the Spirits (1 Thessalonians 5:21 ) does not cause any headache.  

 

One important question to ask is: 

Does God permit divorce?  

If so, does He then allow remarriage after divorce? 
 

Malachi 2:16 declares: “‘I hate divorce,’ says the LORD God of Israel.” 

I would point out that divorce and remarriage for the cause of fornication was granted by Jesus. 

One reason is obvious: procreation. When God told Adam and Eve to “be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28), they probably 

figured out that He wanted them to have sex. But God also wanted them to develop intimacy with one another, and He knew 

that sex would help them do that (He created sex), in a way that nothing else could. 

Therefore, until Jesus Christ came to the Earth, divorce never occurred for the reason of adultery.  

If a man or woman can prove their spouse has broken their marriage covenant by the sin(s) of fornication, they are 

free to DIVORCE and REMARRY. 

From Moses to John the Baptist, the Lord allowed divorce, because of the hardness of their hearts, "to put away" 

their wives for "uncleanness." 

Deutr 24:1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he 

hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his 

house.  24:2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man’s wife. 

But with the advent of Jesus Christ, the Lord gives a different command. Divorce was to be prohibited for all 

reasons "saving for the cause of fornication"  

Matthew 5:32  Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery.  

 

Matthew 19:9 Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery.  

 

If a man or woman can prove their spouse has broken their marriage covenant by the sin(s) of fornication, they are 

free to DIVORCE and remarry. 

 

How can one partner prove that his/her partner has broken their marriage covenant by fornication? 

Most of the time couples rely on rumours, imagination, suspicion and other devilish thoughts. 

 

You cannot prove and condemn a partner of fornication unless you cut him/her red handed in the act of sexual 

intercourse.  But a child outside the matrimonial home is pure evidence. 

 

The guilty spouse needs to pray for forgiveness and reconciliation. .  If there can be no reconciliation, then the 

innocent party has the right to obtain a divorce on the grounds of fornication and remarry.  Jesus authorized this! 

 

Imagine a man dating another lady or a lady dating another man beside his/her matrimonial home, is there any 

evidence of fornication? And the lady becomes pregnant and God gave both a bouncing healthy child? 
 

What is fornication and what is adultery? 
 

Adultery is the sin against the marriage union by the act of fornication with someone to whom they are not 

scripturally married. Adultery and fornication can be committed at the same time. But they represent a different sin. 

 

Fornication  is voluntary sexual intercourse between a man and woman who are not married to each other. 

In Biblical usage, ‘fornication’ can mean any sexual congress outside monogamous marriage. It thus includes not 

only premarital sex, but also adultery, homosexual acts, incest, remarriage after un-Biblical divorce, and sexual acts 

with animals, all of which are explicitly forbidden in the law as given through Moses – see  Leviticus 20:10-21 
 



 2 

The Greek word for ‘fornication’ (porneia) could include any sexual sin committed after the betrothal contract. 
 

Christ expanded the prohibition against adultery to include even sexual lusting - Matthew 5:28  

Fornication is all sexual conduct except that between a man and wife.  If a married person has relations with 

anyone to whom they are not married this is fornication. 

Consider all the many sexual activities that a single man and woman can engage in with each other that do not 

include intercourse. 

Lust is the first step. Adultery is the consummation. Now if the first step and the last step are regarded as sinful, 

what does that say to you about the steps in between? 

Looking at a woman with lust is the same thing as coveting another man's wife in such a way that you are 

committing adultery with her in your mind. 

Matthew 5:28 says, "But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart." 

 

There are "lewd and lascivious" acts where men and women expose themselves and no relations ever occur.  

Lewdness is when a woman shows her body to other men. This also is an act of fornication. 

Illicit sexual intercourse is that involving a married man with one other than his wife or sexual intercourse between 

two unmarried people. 

Corruption and filthiness are associated with fornication - Rev. 17: 4; 19: 2 

This means do not have sex with someone who is not your spouse. Obedience requires that sex be reserved for one’s 

spouse. 

Some church doctrines do impose moral obligations upon people from a human tradition perspective, which are not 

in fact the laws of God. That is making it mandatory to conform to a certain behavioural pattern where God leaves 

you free. 

All kinds of lists of dos and don'ts that we read that a Christian simply cannot be involved in: 

� A Christian is one who can't dance,  

� A Christian is not allowed to go to movies,  

� A Christian is not allowed to wear trousers, no jeans, 

� A Christian cannot wear lipstick, no jewelleries, no shoes 

� A Christian will not be married because of pregnancy in some churches 

� Some churches cross check the virginity of a woman before marriage 

and all that sort of thing. In other words, artificial standards of spirituality and godliness have replaced biblical 

standards of Christian principles and ethics and sanctity. That's legalism, where we legislate people's behaviour 

where God has left them free. 

 
 

What does the Word of God say?  
 

God’s initial pronouncements on marriage  

� Malachi 2:16 declares: “I hate divorce,’ says the LORD God of Israel.” 

 

� Genesis 1:28, Genesis 2:18, Genesis 2:24  

 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 

flesh. 

� Mark 10:6-9 But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man will 

leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 

two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate. - see also Matthew 19:4-6 
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� 1 Cor. 7: 1-5 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. 

Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own 

husband. Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. 

The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his 

own body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give 

yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.  

 

Until Jesus Christ came to the Earth, divorce never occurred for the reason of adultery: 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in 

his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in 

her hand, and send her out of his house. And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another 

man’s wife. And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and 

sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife; Her former husband, which 

sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the 

LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

Since Jesus came from heaven to earth and resurrected, fornication is the only acceptable reason for divorce and 

remarriage.  

The Scriptural grounds for divorce and remarriage: 

1. Marital infidelity (sexual unfaithfulness) by the spouse. The innocent party may divorce and remarry. 

2. A Christian’s unbelieving mate departs from the Christian. The divorced Christian is free to remarry. 

3. if her a spouse be dead, she is free from that law and therefore free to remarry 

 

Biblical declarations: 

Mark 10:11-12 [Jesus] answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery 

against her. And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.” 

Luke 16:18 Jesus is quoted again, saying, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 

adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 

Matthew 5:31-32 "It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: But I say 

unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and 

whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery." 

 
Matthew 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 

committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. 

 

Romans 7:1-3 “Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law) how that the law hath dominion over 

a man as long as he liveth? For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 

liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, 

she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that 

law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them 

that know the law) how that the law”. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at 

liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord 
 

Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 7:10-15 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must 

not separate from her husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. 

And a husband must not divorce his wife. To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not 
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a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a 

believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband has been 

sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise 

your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing 

man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 

 

Matthew 19:3-9 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 

any and every reason?” “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 

female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 

separate.” “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send 

her away?” Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was 

not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and 

marries another woman commits adultery.” 

Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be 

married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.  

The Bible says, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new” 2 Corinthians 5:17  

At the time of salvation (the moment you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour), all things become new, and such 

divorced and subsequently saved people are permitted by God to remarry with his blessing. But the new spouse 

should be a believer (“he must belong to the Lord” — 1 Corinthians 7:39, in a related context). 

Jesus told the woman caught in sexual sin to "go and sin no more" (John 8:11).  

You cannot change what's been done. 

 

Be honest with anyone who is a “potential spouse” — don't wait till your wedding night to discuss your sexual past.  

Some intimacy problems may be averted if you address them early on. 

 

Do not have sex with someone who is not your spouse or your spouse to be.  

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what 

fellowship can light have with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14).  But test everything. Hold on to the good - 1 

Thessalonians 5:21.  

 


