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Father God, thank you that you’ve been exceedingly generous to us individually and  corporately.  

Your children have just acknowledged your Love for them with clap and shout offering. 

 
This morning I want us to look at the scriptural standard of giving – what does God expect of us?  

This is not the church’s expectation, not the Pastor, not brother Rufus and not sister Marion expectation but God’s 

standard as determined through His Word.  

  

Our Topic today is: Giving is an investment of Capital in God’s Kingdom. 

 

Investments are transactions in which capital is raised.  
In the kingdom of God we invest our obedience, faithfulness, time, resources, talents, commitments as 
capital in the kingdom of God.  
And we make use of the gifts He bestowed on us to His Glory. Do not bury your talent !!! 
 

ILLUSTRATION 

Your investment in a bank 
When you deposit money in a savings account, you are lending the bank and receiving interest in return.  

You cannot go to a bank where you have neither account nor deposit to withdraw. And if you have a saving 

account in the bank and there is no investment therein, you cannot withdraw from that account. You always have to 

make sure you have money in your account before receiving from the account. 

 

 

Giving money is a critical step, but some of the world’s biggest donors have found KEY, that by making gifts and 

offerings you receive knowledge abundantly. With knowledge to have your invested capital. 

 

When Bill Gates began his philanthropic life a decade or so ago he was driven by his conviction that providing 

incentives for pharmaceutical companies to develop drugs for the diseases of the poor world would be enough to 

avoid millions of deaths. He invested by giving to school for deprived urban areas in America. 

Jeff Skoll, who made his fortune as the first chief executive of eBay, has dedicated his giving and his for-profit 

business to changing public opinion through movies and messages; he was the backer of Al Gore’s Oscar-winning 

climate change documentary. 

 

Micheal Schumacher who was successful in all his undertakings as formula 1 driver, knew the key. � GIVING. 

He always gives and flamboyantly. Remembrance he gave 10 million dollars for the sunami disaster? 

He gave to people in need and continues giving. 

 

All these men know the rewards attached to giving � abundances, success, multiplication etc. 

 

When you give to God, you are depositing in your saving account with God – you are sowing seeds. 

Giving is investment and when you invest you are expecting multiplication. 

 
 
NO INVESTMENT NO HARVEST. 
 

There are approx 500 verses in the bible that deal with prayer, approx 500 verses that deal with faith, but there are 

over 2000 verses that deal with the subject of money and possessions. Jesus talked about money in 16 of His 38 

parables. Clearly, from the bible's standpoint, God wants us to understand His principles concerning money and 

possessions.  

 
God has many reasons for asking us to give. 

Let me share light in some of these in both the old and new Testament because God never change. 

 
First, by returning a portion of our wealth to the Lord, we are acknowledging that everything actually belongs to 

Him  

• Psalm 50:10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.  
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Second, giving is a way to obey  

• Exodus 25:2 of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.  

 

Third, when we contribute to a ministry or reach out to help the needy, we participate in kingdom work, which 

brings deep joy.  

 

Fourth, our offerings are an opportunity for God to reveal His character; as we demonstrate generosity, He 

faithfully provides for our needs and blesses us abundantly  

• 2 Cor 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency 

in all things  

 

Fifth, we are  motivated to be compassionate and to lend. 

• Prov 19:17  He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay 

him again. 

• Ps 41:1  Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. 

• Prov 28:27 He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. 

• Isa 58:10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in 

obscurity,and thy darkness be as the noonday. 

Sixth, what you sow is what you are harvesting 

• 2Co 9:6  But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 

shall reap also bountifully. 

• 2Co 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 

God loveth a cheerful giver. 

• Prov 11:25 The generous soul will be made rich, and he who waters will also be watered himself. 

 

Giving involves more than money.  

• God gave to us first, while we were yet sinners; He gave us His Son Jesus Christ. He gave us something that 

we could never put a price tag on. I mean, how much would you pay to be assured heaven? Everything you 

had! 

• Jesus  gave His everything to pay our debt before God on Calvary. 

• God blessed us with talents, time, and resources— along with plenty of opportunities to share them with others. 

The Lord is continuously giving to us: salvation, comfort, encouragement, breath, life, and countless other 

blessings.  

One thing is sure  “We can never outgive God”!! 

 

Ask God to reveal any selfishness or other hindrance to sharing —and to help you become more skilled at giving. 

 

We need to learn to be generous with everything that God has given to us.  

 

Jesus said (Luke 6:38). "Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and 

running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you"  

 

Bible standards concerning giving 

There are 2 standards stipulated in the Holy Bible. 

The very first standard that we find is that we are called to give a tithe to the Lord. 

We give our tithe – one tenth of our income – to God’s work through the Church. “Return to me, and I will return 

to you,” says the LORD Almighty.  

 

Now many people will say "tithe is the Old Testament. That's the law. I am no longer under the law, but grace." 

True, we are no longer under the law, but that does not give us liberty to disobey God.  

Thus sayeth the Lord in Malachi 3:6 "For I am the LORD, I do not change;  

 



 3

Even though we are in the "age of grace", we still know that murder, adultery, stealing, gossiping and lying are sin. 

None of these "laws" went away when Jesus died on the cross.  

Jesus said (Matt 5:17) "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but 

to fulfill.  ie Tithe is a must for every christian 

 

In Leviticus 27:30 we read that, “A tithe of everything belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.” In effect this is 

saying that the first tenth of our income belongs to God and not to us. 

 

It is holy… separated to God’s purpose. So when we tithe, we are merely returning to God the seed of the harvest.   

In 1 Samuel 15:22, the Lord says that “to obey is better than sacrifice”  � we obey His Word when we tithe. 

 

In the strictest Biblical sense, the tithe is not “giving” … it is returning “stock seed” to the Lord. It is giving back to 

God that which is already His.  

 

When you withhold from God what is rightfully His, then you don’t have the power of God on your work, your 

business, your marriage and your efforts to get ahead. 

You are effectively signing your own "Declaration of Defeat." � this will not be our portion in Jesus name. 

 

Even Jesus paid his tax – He obeys the law (Matt  17:24-27) 
Matt 17:24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, 

Doth not your master pay tribute? 

 

Jesus had reason not to pay. But Jesus told Peter to do something unusual 

 

17:27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that 

first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto 

them for me and thee. � Peter was to take the coin and pay Jesus’ tax and his own.  

 

This means when we sit down and write our bills, the first check we write should be our tithe to the Lord. 

The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God. Ex 23:19 

 

Doing this we set priority and hold God to be most important in our mind and we are saying: 

• "Lord I trust you."   

• "God, I am going to be obedient to you,” 

 

Do you think He will let us down? NEVER !! 

 

Deut 7:12-13 "Then it shall come to pass, because you listen to these judgments, and keep and do them, that the 

LORD your God will keep with you the covenant and the mercy which He swore to your fathers. And He will love 

you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land, your grain 

and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flock,  

 

 

The second standard of Biblical giving is our voluntary giving.  

The Bible refers to this as offerings and collections. This is what we give to the work of the Lord over and above 

our tithe.  

We refer to this as our charitable giving i.e. giving to charity work outside of the church’s specific mission. 

 

Offerings are what we choose to give out of our own volition, and the collection is our response to a specific 

appeal.  

If the congregation is tithing then there is usually no need to take up special offerings – there is always enough in 

the storehouse to meet these situations. 

 

In Luke 6:38, Jesus says, “Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 

Whatever we give to the Lord he multiplies, whether it is our time, home, gifts, ambitions or our money. 

God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 

sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 2 Cor 9:7-8 
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Remember that all that we have is a gift from Him. He is the source of our provision 

 

Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; So your barns will be filled 

with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine. Prov 3:9-10 

 

Some basic principles identified on the pages of the Bible shed light on the subject of giving. 

• It is more blessed to Give than to receive 

• Give and it shall be given unto you 

• Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven 

• Those who give to the poor lend to God 

• The Tithe is the Lord's - (Old covenant principle) 

• In the measure you give it shall be given to you 

• Sow sparingly, reap sparingly 

• Give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven 

• Give as you purpose in your heart, Let no one give out of obligation 

• God loves a cheerful giver 

 

It requires an activation of our faith to give. � Activate your faith because it requires the supernatural hand of God 

to meet our needs. 

 
I will capitalize on 5 examples, 2 from the New Testament, 2 from the Old Testament and 1 from   recent 

happenings. 

 

���� Bode's Testimony as an example. 

 

Giving is truly the key to blessings. 

The more you give away, the more God pours resources and surprise blessings into your hands. 

 

Example 1 – The nobleman (Luke 19:12-24) 

 

As mentioned earlier, Investments are transactions in which capital is raised. 
If financial management is important to God, then it needs to be important to us.  

 

Jesus gave His perspective on the role of money Luk 16:10-12 “He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful 

also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If therefore you have not 

been faithful in the use of unrighteous riches, who will entrust the true riches to you?”  

 

Let us look at the issue of the nobleman in Luke 19:12-24 

Luke 19:12-24 A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 
And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come…… 

Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds 

And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority 

over ten cities. 

And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 

Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with 

usury? 

 

The nobleman gave to the servants. You can say he lend them. And as lender he is expecting financial interest. 

But Jesus is teaching us here about faithfulness, commitment, capability, selflessness and financial management.  

 

Financial management creates value and organizational agility through the allocation of scarce resources 

amongst competing business opportunities. It is an aid to the implementation and monitoring of business 

strategies and helps achieve business objectives.  

 

The nobleman’s objective was multiplication, reliability, faithfulness and credibility. And he concluded 

that the servants that successfully go through these criteria will receive blessings. 
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On his return he made financial statement analysis or accounting analysis - an assessment of the 

viability, stability, credibility and profitability of the business or his investment.  

 

After assessing the ability of the servants using the following financial analysts criteria 

• ability to remain in business in long run (Stability),  

• ability to earn income and sustain growth both in short-time and long term (Profitability ) 

• ability to pay their obligation to creditors and other third parties (Solvency)  

• ability to maintain positive cash flow, while satisfying immediate obligations (Liquidity) 

he gave them authority over cities each according to his performance and credibility.  
 

God sent his prophet to King Hezekiah and ask him to prepare his house to die. At that time he had no son. 

Hezekiah asked God to look into His records. 

God now conducted an account analysis and came to the following: 

Obedience  � excellent 

Faithfulness  � very good  

Sacrifices  � excellent 

Stability  � excellent 

Solvency  � good 

Credibility � very good 

Profitability  � good 

Reliability  � excellent 
Commitment  � very good 

 

And God added 15 years to his life and he was blessed with a son Manasseh 

 

 

Example 2-  Woman with alabaster box of ointment (Luke 7:36-38) 

What is the glory of a woman? 

Apostle Paul says  that a woman’s hair is her glory 

We can further analyse that the glory of a woman includes her Makeup, the Perfumes she uses, her 

shoes, handbags, glasses, her humility, her arrogances etc. 

 

Now, Imagine a woman who lives in a very religious, highly conservative, highly cultural small town. She is 

beautiful and always enviously dressed. She has it all that make people consider her as beautiful and sinful. 

 

Imagine that this woman is notoriously known as a sinful woman. She is committing adultery with a married man. 

Maybe she is married and cheating on her husband, or she's a stripper, or a porn star, or she is a prostitute, or at 

least just living with her boyfriend and doing him certain kinds of favours because he pays the bills, which is just 

another kind of prostitution arrangement.  

 

Imagine that she is well known in the environment as an unclean, a notorious sinner, defiled, degraded and 

disgusting.  Imagine that she is surrounded with religious men who condemn her, and shame her, and despise her. 

 

This is the type of woman we are talking of in Luke 7 

 

Now, take that woman in that context and move it back historically two thousand years. If you think it would be 

difficult for her today, move it back two thousand years ago when a woman couldn't vote, couldn't own property, 

couldn't testify in open court, was herself sometimes considered property of her father or husband. Imagine what 

her life is like-how damaged, and broken, and brutal it is. When women have no heritage of their father’s 

properties. 

 

Luke 7:36-38 

And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the 

Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to 

wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 

ointment." 
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Jesus had previously been invited to dine with those who were notorious sinners, thieves, perverts, drunkards, 

gluttons.  

These kinds of people loved Jesus, and wanted to spend time with them. Jesus never condoned their sin or 

participated in their sin, but the religious people condemned him nonetheless. 

“He’s a friend of gluttons, and sinners, and tax collectors, and whores. Jesus spends time with 

notorious sinners, and religious people. And the religious people invite him to have a meal as well, 

particularly we’re told here the Pharisees. 

 

We know not why—maybe to interrogate him, to find additional rocks to throw at him. And so Jesus 

accepts that offer.  We knew Esther gave a banquet inviting her enemy with the objective and vision 

that she will receive her heart’s desire - the freedom of her people. 

 

It was about conversation and relaxation – a tet a tet discussions and teachings,  

Women did not participate in these kinds of theological discussions, were not invited to these kinds 

of meals. Luke tells us, "And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner." Here’s this woman, and 

she’s a sinner, her reputation negatively precedes her. Most commentators believe that she was, 

perhaps, even a prostitute. Whatever the case was, like some women these days, she’s been with many 

men. 

 

I’m assuming she’s nervous, ashamed, not wanting to make eye contact, wondering what will be said 

or done to her or about her. She may even be shaking. She’s nervous. 

  

She walks into a room filled with men, not just men; quote, unquote, "holy" men, “devout" men, 

"religious" men, they all know her. They all know her reputation. She walks into their meal. She’s the 

only woman in the room, and she’s uninvited. 

But they smell the costly perfume. It must have been a very expensive perfume. 

 

"She brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began 

to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed 

them with the ointment."  

Whaooooooooooo!!!!! 

 

And she begins to weep bitterly.  

Martin Luther rightly calls these tears "heart water." because these tears came out of her heart. 

 

Her eyes are filled with so many tears. They’re coming down her cheeks. She did not mind her 

makeup because the make-up is coming down over her dress. There’s so much water flowing out of 

her eyes that it wets Jesus’ feet sufficiently to clean them. 

She didn’t have a towel to dry Jesus’ feet, and so instead she used her hair. She let her hair down. 

 

She takes that which is glorious to her (her hair), and she uses it to clean Jesus’ dirty feet.  

WHAT A GREAT INVESTMENT. 

 

She then takes this very expensive perfume that would have been used only, perhaps, to anoint 

someone’s head. It was not to be used on the feet because it was too costly, and she was very lavish in 

her worship of Jesus. 

 

She invested her glory, her capital, her resources in the kingdom of God. She worshipped Jesus.  

You never invest in God’s kingdom and go empty handed. NEVER !!  If you sow you will reap. 

And she got her reward as we can read in Mark 7:48-50 

 

 

Example 3 - Rahab  the harlot (Joshua 2:1-25)   
 
There lived a woman in Jericho, her name was Rahab and she was a harlot. 

Joshua 2:1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even 

Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there. 
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2:2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to 

search out the country. 

 

2:3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered 

into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country. 

 

2:4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence 

they were: 

 

She received the spies of Joshua, hid them in her house risking her own life but she was conscious of her actions 

and investment in the kingdom of God.  

YES! She invested her life as capital by hiding the spies. 
From the scriptures, we noted that she is obedient and had compassion. She gave the spies protection and food. 

 

This shows giving is not only your finance but all you can offer for the growth of God’s kingdom. 

 

The spies gave her a simple instruction:  “bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us 

down by”. Because she doubted not, and obeyed the instruction  

 

Prov 13:18 Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be 

honoured.   She and her entire family reaped the seed she sow and they were safe. 

 

2:16 And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three 

days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way. 

 

2:17 - And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, 

she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 

 

6:25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in 

Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

 

 

Example 4 – The Shunammite  Woman (2Kings 4:8-17)     
 

Kings 4:8-17  And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained 

him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 

And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us 

continually 

Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and 

a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 

And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there. 

And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him. 

And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done 

for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among 

mine own people. 

And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is 

old. 

And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. 

 

 
She invested her time, energy, her marriage, her future, her resources and money for the kingdom of God. She 

had compassion.  

Imagine your wife confronted you to build a chamber in your own house for a man of God. In fact there is no time 

to go into further analysis and imaginations. But this can break many marriages or even cost life. 

 

How much do you think it will cost to build a chamber in an existing building – time, materials and energy? 

She set for him there a bed, a table, a stool, and a candlestick. She wanted the man of God to feel comfortable.  

 

She invested her resources, time, money, marriage and life for the kingdom of God.  
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And the reward was manifested in Verse 16-17 

4:16 And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my 

lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid 

4:17 And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of 

life.  
 

FINALLY 

Brethren, Let's learn the joy of giving of our time, our resources, our talents and abilities-whatever God has given 

to us. As investment in the kingdom of God and we shall never regret doing this. 

 

Proverbs 11:25"The generous soul will be made rich, and he who waters will also be watered himself". 

 

Isaiah 40:28-31 “Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the 

ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.  

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and 

be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they 

shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” 

 

2 Cor 9:6-7 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully 

 

What do you purpose in your heart? Do you want the blessings of God and the power of God on your life, your 

business, your job? If Then give according to that which you purpose in your heart.  

 

If you want big blessings, give big! 

 

God Bless You 

Dipl.-Ing Rufus Dele Osuntuyi 
 


