
 

What is Life 
James 4:13-17 
Go to now, you that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy and sell, and get gain:… 

 

I. Life is A SENSE — the soul's career in a body. On this account the body should be taken good care 

of, wisely inhabited and vigorously controlled (1 Corinthians 9:27). 

II. Life is AN IMPULSE — ever pushed forward by some dominant motive, as of selfishness, or 

benevolence, avarice, ambition, pride, vanity, love of pleasure, &c. (2 Corinthians 5:14; Galatians 2:20). 

III. Life is a PURSUIT, ever reaching out after or pursuing something in general that pleases us (Psalm 

4:6). 

IV. Life is AN ACT, i.e., characterised by things done; either what ought to be done, or what ought not 

to be done. And this is one of the main pivots of our accountability (2 Corinthians 5:10). 

V. Life is A POWER, ever sending out influence, as a magnet sends out attraction, or the sun its light 

and heat. 

VI. Life is A TEAR — a scene of varied and multiplied trials. "Born to trouble" is the world's cradle 

inscription. Witness Paul's catalogue (2 Corinthians 6:4, 5; 2 Corinthians 11:23-27). But what an 

admirable offset (2 Corinthians 1:5). And the same resource is free and open to every child of God. 

VII. Life is A PERIOD — i.e., with a definite length, it has also an end. For this some adequate 

preparation should be made. 

VIII. Life is A PROSPECT; looking beyond the bounds of time over into the bosom of eternity, and 

forward to the bar of God (2 Corinthians 5:1-9; 2 Timothy 4:8). 

IX. Life is A WANT: alike in its beginning, continuance, and end. It is ever needy, as an infant for its 

mother's arms; or as a vine, stretching forth its tendrils for something by which to climb, or upon which 

to lean. And how all-happy is that soul that finds the true source of strength, and passes through all the 

wilderness of this world, and comes up out of it at last "leaning upon her beloved." 

 

 - by J. G. Hall, D. D. 

 

I. LIFE IS A TEST. Every new ship must have a trial trip. If you take some one into your employ, and a 

crisis comes where his behaviour will make or break you, you say, "Now I will test him; now I will see 

what is in him." And, my friends, our whole life is a test, and we are all on a trial trip.  

Men, angels, devils the spectators; heaven, earth, and hell watching. Every word spoken and every 

action having ten thousand echoes. 

 

II. IT IS AN APPRENTICESHIP. We study eight or ten years and we get our profession, we work five or 

six years and we get our trade, and then we go forth to the work of life. But this world is not our 

workshop.  

This world is to be destroyed, but do you suppose that because this world is to be destroyed all the 

affairs of the universe are to stop? How many hands and feet and eyes are necessary for the carrying 

out of the business of this world, and how many activities will be required for the business enterprises of 

eternity? 

 



III. IT IS A CONFLICT. Have you not found it so? If you have never tried to curb your temper, if you 

have never tried to subdue your passions, if you have never tried to be better men, better women, then 

you know not what I mean; but if you have tried to do better, and wanted to be better, and struggled to 

do better, then you know that Paul was not only graphic but accurate when he described life as war with 

the world, and war with the flesh, and war with the devil. It may have been a conflict with yourselves,  

it may have been a conflict with poverty, it may have been a conflict with higher social position, with an 

unhappy family name, with the persecutions of the world; but I warrant you life has been to most of you 

a hand-to-hand fight. 

 

IV. IT IS A PROPHECY. What you are now you will in all probability be for ever, only on a larger scale. 

Are all your preferences toward the bad?  

The probability is that they will be so for ever. Are your preferences toward the good?  
Do you want to be better?  
Do you long after God as an eternal portion? I tell you plainly that you are on the way to grandeurs 
which no summer's night's dream had ever power to depict. 
 
V. IT IS A PREPARATION. If we are going a long journey we must get ready; we must have a 

guidebook; we must have apparel. If we are going among dangers we want to be armed. We have all 
started on a road which has no terminus, and once started we will never come back. Are we armed? 
Have we the robe? Are we ready for the future? 

 
VI. IT IS A GREAT UNCERTAINTY. Of those people who perished on the Brooklyn Bridge, there was 

not one who expected to quit life in that way.  
Some, no doubt, had said, "Well, I shall leave the world under this disease, or under that disease." 
Another person said, "There are so many perils in that style of business, in that way I shall come to the 
end of my earthly life."  
Not one ever expected to go in this way — to perish on the bridge — and to every man the step out of 
this life is a surprise. I never knew any one to go in the way he expected. You hear of some one who 
has been an invalid for twenty-five years, and he always departs suddenly.  
You hear of some friend who, after thirty years of illness, has departed, and you say, "Why, is it 
possible?"  
Our life is struck through with uncertainty. Our friends change, our associations change, our 
circumstances change, our health changes.  
All change. But, blessed be God, there is a rock on which we can stand, the Rock of Ages.  
It is no autocrat at the head of the universe. My Father is King. Though the mountains may depart and 
the hills remove, His kindness and His love and His grace will fail us never, never. 
 

by T. De Witt Talmage 


